ARTHI 3806-01			   Topics in Art and Society: Food in Art – An Edible History
Fall 2015 										Research Paper

	The research paper for this course will require each student to choose an object, painting, film, photograph, drawing, installation, performance piece, work of art or work of literature (such as a recipe, diary, poem, short story), etc. and then write a social history that contextually investigates the object within the larger social issues surrounding the work of art or works of art.  In other words, each student will choose a work of art or series of works of art that interests them and research the ways in which this subject was affected by the specific culture/era from which it came, the myriad ways the object or objects functioned, or the reason the object or objects were manifested.

For example, students might choose:
· A specific painting (still life or market scene) and through formal analysis and research describe and explain why an artist would choose to paint these objects; research how this painting would have functioned for people during the time period it was created. 
· An artist (or work of art) working within a specific set of political constraints or with political aims/goals (WPA, Great Depression, Food Rationing, WWI/WWII, food taboos)  
· Artists or works of art responding to religious topics (feast days, food restrictions, fasting, and so forth).
· A specific ingredient, beverage, or food item that is a recurring theme in chosen works of art (bread or wine, for example).
· An artist who uses food as their media of choice, or a performance artist who works with food/makes food/consumes food.

	Your choice of subject may include the work/career of an historical individual; an historical style, movement, technique, or theme; or an object or series of objects in the history of food images and food imagery (including literary references).  After conducting preliminary research on the subject of your choosing, you will then select a context in which to address it based on your findings and interests.

	In order to help you write your paper and to help keep you motivated, I will be asking you to turn in a series of in-progress, paper-related assignments.  These are not meant to waste your time, rather, to help you stay on track over the course of the semester.  These will not be graded, however, they will be checked.  They must be turned in prior to your completed paper for me to accept your final paper.  Think of them as stepping stones; you cannot miss a step and still advance.  Feedback and comments will let students know if more focus is needed.  As the deadline for the paper nears, students will discover that they have a substantial amount of work already amassed; that is, if they have kept up with each task.

1. On Friday, September 11th, each student will hand in a one-to-two page paper proposal outlining the subject they would like to research and write about.  An additional meeting may be scheduled (if the student feels it would be helpful) after proposals are returned if a student needs more guidance or a proposal needs further refinement.
2. On Friday, September 25th, each student will hand in an annotated bibliography.
3. On Friday, October 16th, each student will hand in a brief outline of his or her paper, which should include his or her thesis.
4. On Friday, October 30th, each student will hand in his or her introduction(s), which will include his or her thesis and may be up to two paragraphs in length.


At this juncture, students should have a substantial and polished introduction, a strong thesis, an outline (which will guide one through the paper as it is being written), and a solid foundation based on the student’s source material.  Additionally, citations (footnotes or endnotes) as well as one’s bibliography should be nearly complete and correct.  

	Finished papers, 12-16 pages in length (not including bibliography, images, or title page), will be turned in at the beginning of class on Friday, November 20th.  Papers handed in after the start of class will be considered late and will not be accepted.

· Your paper must be written in the following format: 12-16 typed, double-spaced pages, with no larger than one-inch margins and 12-point, Times New Roman font.  Papers where the author has tried to, say, stretch the length by changing the font, margins, etc. will be downgraded.
· I highly recommend that students use KCAI's digital databases, which will allow you to research (and in some cases, read and print out) recent scholarship related to the subject of your choice.  (NOTE: I will expect you to not only find recently-published scholarship in journals, but also books.  DO NOT rely on the web as your only research tool! Students who use only Internet sources will fail immediately).  Students who use Wikipedia (or any site of this ilk), cited or not, will likewise, fail immediately.  
· Naturally, all papers will be expected to follow a consistent style of citation with any texts used in one's research, including websites and gallery labels.  That said, I will remind everyone that those caught using published research who do not properly cite the source (knowingly or unknowingly) will receive an automatic “zero” and be reported to the College for plagiarism.  In this case, naïveté will not protect you; “I didn’t know” is not an excuse.  In addition to the Chicago Manual of Style cheat sheet I will pass out in class, I strongly urge you to consult the Chicago Style citation link on our website to be sure that you are citing your sources correctly.
· As always, please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or problems that you are having in your research or writing.  In fact, rough drafts are not just welcome, but happily recommended.  You should email the drafts to me at edahl@kcai.edu as Word documents attached to your message at least five days before the due date, which I can then correct and email back to you.  

Paper Proposal
Your paper proposal should introduce to me your chosen subject and the context in which you will be placing it.  It should include (at least an attempt at) your paper's thesis (which may be subject to change), and make clear to me that you have done some preliminary research about both your subject and the social/cultural/political context of that subject.

Preliminary Bibliography
This assignment is not intended to be an exercise in futility.  Ideally, you will find helpful source material and weed out research that is not germane to your topic.  The number of sources that you initially include is up to you, however, I highly recommend including at least one source from each of the following locations:

· KCAI Library
· Art Source/Art Full Text and Art Index Retrospective
· JSTOR
· Academic Search Elite
· Spencer Art Reference Library
· Local KC Public Library (Plaza, Central, Westport, Brookside, etc)
· UMKC
· MOBIUS Consortium 

It would also be wise at some juncture in your research to make the drive out to Lawrence and utilize the AMAZING Murphy Art and Architecture library housed on the first level in the Spencer Museum of Art at KU.  For those dedicated students who make the drive it will be extremely rewarding and I highly recommend taking advantage of this local resource.  Scanning and photocopying stations are available for use; however, books from KU may not be checked out by KCAI students.

*A good rule of thumb for the number of sources one should use in their paper is the number of total pages.  If you write a 12-page paper, you will probably utilize about 12 sources.  Fewer than 6 and more than 15 indicates there may be issues with focus and/or originality. 

What is an Annotated Bibliography?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Annotations are included just below the source, as it would normally appear in a bibliography, organized alphabetically.  Annotations should introduce in a few short sentences (usually about 150 words) the relevancy, accuracy, and quality of the source.  In some cases, you might not know the accuracy of the information, but you can certainly comment on the relevancy and also summarize the argument made by the source.  I would also like you to include where you found the source (JSTOR, for example).  You may or may not include one or all of these sources in your final paper and bibliography, but the goal is to get yourself started early and figure out what information is available to you.  This is a tool designed to help you help yourself, so that you are essentially setting yourself up for success with this assignment. 
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